!!! Drillcamp Invitation !!!

'Hooker takes Command'

29th New York Regiment of Infantry

25. - 28.04.1863/2013

Invitation - only - event
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93. New York Infantry

In Hinterweidenthal/Germany 

Google Maps: 49.179396,7.743117

Comrades, this drill camp is planned to be a common project of the European progressive reenactors. It is our goal to portray a real size ( hopefully 40+ enlisted men) US infantry company and to drill this company( also split it to do btl. drill which we rarely if ever can do on the continent.) so it would be great if we could really bring together as many good men as possible. The German Mess acts as host but we appeal to you all to support this project with your skills, knowledge and ideas. This also means that you need to offer services as NCOs if necessary. The core of COs and NCOs has already been chosen but there might be a demand for 1-3 more Cpls. During the event we really want to try to stay in time as much as possible, this also means that we strongly encourage military etiquette. After all we are portraying soldiers. Shelter tents are planned for tentage. In case of bad weather ( rain, temperatures below 10°C) we should consider bringing some A-tents with us. This to all who have transportation enough for it.
The unit planned to be portrayed is he 29th NY which is camping near Fredericksburg, already on the march now after a long winter and using the waiting time to drill the troops before the upcomming Chancellorsville campaign.
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In case you want to travel by plane you could be picked up at the following air ports: Munich, Frankfurt Hahn, Düsseldorf and Zweibrücken. Hinterweidenthal has a railway station and you could be picked up there too. Please contact us for coordination.
Start of the event is Friday the 26th of April 2013 at 18:00 so you should try to be there until 17:30. 
End of the event is Sunday 28th of April at 11:00 .

If you have things to sell or trade you can do this on Friday until 17:30 and on Sunday after 11:00. No wares are allowed in camp in the time between.
The NCOs and COs should be on site on Friday until 15:00, so a thorough briefing can take place to enable a good start.







    Captain C. Soest, Komp. F, 29th NY.
Powder and Weapons: As it is forbidden by German law to transport black powder without proper licence we will bring ammunition for non German participants. A small compensation for the powder and caps might occur depending on how many rounds will be needed. If you transport muskets in your car take care that they are packed in a manner that they cannot be taken out and brought to the shoulder easily. The German gun law demands this!

Alcohol: alcohol is prohibited on Friday. You might have a drink on Saturday evening but all beverages must be in authentic containers.

The registration fee is 20 Euro, this includes the fee for the site (incl. firewood and water), straw and rations for the time from Friday evening until Sunday morning. Authentic rations will be issued and there will be one central meal cooked on Saturday evening by the company cook. All other meals are to be prepared by mess groups.
Registration deadline is the 7th of April.
You can send the money via Paypal to janhb@t-online.de or to 
Jan H. Berger, Volksbank Ibbenbueren 
IBAN DE10 4036 1906 2760 5122 10
BIC GENODEM1IBB 
(attention there is the number 1 in the BIC 4th from right)

Please write “Hinterweidenthal Gebuehr” in the purpose or comment fields.

.

No walk ons without prior registration!
Contact info: Jan H. Berger: janhb@t-online.de
Historical informations

After the detachment of General Joseph Hooker by Burnside in role of the commander of the Army of the Potomac he begins to structure the army in a new way and orders several changes. "Fighting Joe" manages it to motivate his troops again after the disaster of Fredericksburg. Even if he has a dubious reputation - his headquarter looks like ‘a mixture of a liquor store and a whorehouse‘ -  his men are believing and trusting in him and have hopes for a new victory. During end of April Hooker decides that his army is strong enough again to search the confrontation with the enemy. He wants to cross the Rappahannock in some distance west and attack Lee’s left wing. This movements ends in the battle of Chancellorsville...
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Movements before the battle of Chancellorsville
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The 29th New York Regiment exists since summer 1861. The main part was recruited in New York, so the most men have German roots. That's the reason why they are also called "First German Infantry" or "Astor Rifles". The volunteers are committed to serve for two years till June 1863. The unit fought in the battles of 1st Bull Run, Cross Keys and 2nd Bull Run and has to bemoan the loss of many soldiers. They are war experienced veterans, no young and new recruits. The Regiment is leaded by Col. Louis Hartmann und belongs to Col. Adolphus Buschbeck’s 1st Brigade. This one again is part of the 2. Division, which is part of the XI. Corps under the command of Oliver Otis Howard.
Adolph von Steinwehr


Oliver O. Howard

  Fighting Joe Hooker

The unit has already left its wintering ground at Staffort Court House and encamps near Kellys Fort at the Rappahannock now. The moral is unchanged high, even when there were some quarrels during the last time. The time left is used for preparing and drilling the men. A few days later the whole unit marches towards the river to secure the bridge passages...
Impressions:
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Men of Co. D, before 1st Bull Run.




Some men of the 29thNY.
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Authenticity Guideline
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Authnetic materials and patterns are mandatory.

headgear:


-  forage cap strongly encouraged
 
- civilian hats possible
Jacket:

- fatigue blouse strongly encouraged 
- Shell Jacket acceptable
- uniform coat acceptable
           Trousers:

- skyblue trowsers
Shoes:

- Jefferson bootees
- boot´s

Shirts:

- flannel shirt (regulation/contractor) strongly 
                         encouraged

- civilian shirts
            drawers:

- issue drawers

- civilian drawers

           Greatcoats (optional)

 
knapsacks:







Sgt. Charles Bothur, Komp. D, 29th NY.

- „Model 1855“ double bag knapsack

- blanket roll
            Blanket:

- U.S. issue blanket or plain grey or grey-brown woolen blankets
Haversack:

- „Model 1851“ haversack or rubberized private purchase haversacks
canteens:

- smoothside canteen; cloth straps preferred

- bullseye canteen; cloth straps preferred
Leathergear:

- waist-belt with U.S. belt plate/ SNY belt plate, 

 
- cap box, cartridge box with cartridge-box belt and appendages (screwdriver, wiper, tompion, cone), two-rivet bayonet scabbard
Tent:
 - shelter half
Raingear:
 - rubber blanket, rubber poncho
 - painted blanket 
Weapons:
 - Model 1861 rifle-musket („Springfield“)
 - Pattern 1853 rifled musket („Enfield“)
 - Model 1842 musket

tinware and cutlery:
 - tin cup, plate or canteen half, cutlery
Leonard G. Jordan, History of the First-Tenth-Twenty-ninth Maine Regiment […], 1871, 291f.:
„Hooker put life into everything […] and his most important act, in a soldier's estimation, was the providing of an abundance of good rations. We never lived better than while under Joe Hooker. We will hurrah him forever for the glorious reform he instituted in the commissary department. […] we began to improve in every way. We had drill and dress parades as often as the weather would permit. […] It is out of our province and knowledge to write much of the extensive changes for the better which Hooker wrought. Much praise was due McClellan for his success with raw troops after Bull Run, but Hooker taught old soldiers, and made a hundred improvements upon an army which had come to believe that it knew everything.
[…] a hundred little things were looked after, and we drilled a good deal in the manual, loadings and bayonet exercise.
[…] By order we appeared in blouses, with the blanket rolled and hung over the shoulder, and thus the poverty of the division in knapsacks and overcoats was not shown. Somehow it is almost impossible to keep troops supplied with these things. Enough throw them away or lose them to break up the uniformity. Hence in the field few regiments can present a good appearance at inspection and review.
[…]
We had some grand games of ball […] 
Nearly every day, in this month of April, we had a new order about preparing to take the field. Among others we were told that we should carry eight days' rations in the knapsack and haversack, and a circular was issued from Hooker's headquarters, showing how it could be done.“

J. C. Williams, Life in Camp: A History of the Nine Months' Service of the Fourteenth Vermont Regiment […], 1864, 109f.:
April 15. No move yet, but speedy preparations are being made for a move of some kind. Our A tents are to be taken away from us, and orders from the quartermaster that no more clothing will be issued for thirty days. Officers are to be left with nothing but fly tents, so they will fare no better than their men.
April 19. Seven days' rations are still on hand, ready for a move. It will doubtless depend on Hooker's movements, whether we move or not. He is doubtless preparing for another „onward to Richmond“ movement. We may be in the rebel Capital before the end of another month—who knows?
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April 21. Drilling as usual. The ground is now all settled, trees are in full blossom, and all nature has assumed a new attire […]
April 22. Reveille at half past five in the morning, when the voice of the Orderly is heard—fall in for roll call! Company drill at ten o'clock in the morning, battalion at one o'clock in the afternoon, and dress parade at four o'clock, constitutes the daily program.
April 24. Plenty of drilling at present—think we shall be well prepared for a march when the order comes.“




